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at all events that even an Oriental mind could
not bring himself to admire all that had been
handed down as ancient and sacred Here is
an example which we ought to follow, always
trying to separate the wheat from the chaff, to
prove all things, and to hold fast that which is
good. Now I say again there is plenty of wheat
in the Veda, particularly in the Upanishads, but
there is also plenty of ckaff, and in answer to
my critics I may say that it is not likely that
anybody can truly appreciate the wheat, who
cannot also reject the chaff.

The Sacred Syllable Om.

Much, for instance, that is said in the Upani-
shads about the sacred syllable Om, seems to
my mind mere twaddle, at least in its present
form. I cannot bring myself to give specimens,
but you have only to read the beginning of the
jOdndogya Upanishad, and you will see what I
mean. It is quite possible that originally there
was some sense in all the nonsense that we find
in the Upanishads about the sacred syllable Om.
This Om may originally have had a meaning,
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